
                                  What It's Elementary! is Doing to Prevent the Spread of COVID-19

* The majority of the changes below we implemented on our own, changes that It's Elementary! chose to make are in 
italics. 
Anything in regular text are changes mandated by the VA Dept. of Social Services and Governor Northam. 
Please keep in mind that this list is what we are doing, this is not representative of what other children's programs are 
doing. To find out what changes other programs may have made, please contact them directly.

   
Prior to re opening:

- Staff are on self quarantine at home (began March 22nd) to prevent bringing in anything from outside into the program, 
and to make sure that we are all healthy when it is time to re open.

- Our staff has completed an average of 24 hours of additional training while at home, including health related classes like; 
"sanitation for disease prevention in childcare programs", "managing health and safety in childcare", "bloodborne 
pathogens",  "daily health observations", and "emergency preparedness in childcare". We have all been hard at work 
working from home, and we take our responsibility of caring for your children seriously.

- Our space will be deep cleaned and disinfected next week (last week of March). It will also be disinfected a second time 
just before re opening. This is not required of us, we are doing this to go beyond what is required.

After we re open: 

- All children's programs are now required to keep group sizes to no more than 10 people per room, including a staff 
member. This is not an issue for us, while state licensing mandates that there be 1 staff member for every 18 children for 
normal operation, we have always maintained our own policy of 1 staff member per 9 children. The only difference is that 
the small groups will use one area for a period of time, then we sanitize, have a hand washing break, and switch to a new 
(newly sanitized) area.

- We are further reducing group size by offering 2 separate blocks of 4 hour care, and disinfecting in between. We also are 
restricting the maximum number of children in one room to a maximum of 4, with social distancing of at least 6 feet also 
in effect.

- - The children will be in the same groups each day, we will be keeping siblings in the same groups, and friends that 
spend time together outside of school will be grouped together as well. They will have out door play in these small 
groups as well.

- State licensed facilities are already mandated to use a bleach and water solution daily for sanitizing and disinfecting 
regularly. We luckily were already doing this for years, we just now have additional cleaning and disinfecting times 
worked into the day.

- Hand washing is something we already had the kids do before entering the program and before eating, these were our 
already existing policies. We have always monitored their hand washing and ensured they are doing it properly, and will 
continue to do so. We have added extra breaks for hand washing and hand washing after someone touches their face or 
coughs,etc. 

- We already place food into single serve cups for each person or use individually packaged items. We will continue to 
do this and staff will also be wearing gloves when preparing food, in addition to the hand washing we do prior to serving 
food. 
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- We have signs in every room so that children who cannot read can also understand that shows how many people will be 
in each room, and how they should be spread throughout that room. We have also re arranged all of our rooms so no 
activities are within 6 feet of each other. We have also removed chairs so that only 1 chair per every table remains, so that 
there is not an option to sit in a chair close to someone else. We have also laid down tape on the floor to give the kids a 
visual aide showing how long 6 feet is.

- Parents will not be able to come inside the building at pick up and drop off times, when arriving please call the 
program and we will send a staff member down to bring your child up or to take them down to you. Every child will 
continue to wash their hands prior to entering the program (which has always been part of our routine), and when 
leaving the program, prior to being taken to their car. All staff will handle electronic sign in and sign out procedures as 
well.

- Every child will have their temperature taken by IE staff (using a temporal thermometer) before they may come 
inside the building each day. Parents will be asked to also sign a document stating that their child, and all household 
members, have not been showing any signs of illness at home (not just signs of corona virus, but any signs of illness). 

- Staff members will wear gloves and masks daily and also have their temperature taken upon arrival. We will supply 
masks and child size nitrile gloves for the children, they may also bring masks from home.

- Children will be removing their shoes upon entering It's Elementary! to avoid tracking anything inside from the  bottom 
of their shoes. Every child is required to wear socks inside the program. A lot of our kids already choose not wear shoes 
inside IE.

  Please let us know if you have any questions or comments. We also encourage you to contact te Virginia Deprtment of 
Social Services ifnyou would like general information about what child care programs are required to do due to COVID 
or to have general questions and concerns answered. They can be reached at (804) 726-7000 
or online at: https://www.dss.virginia.gov/
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